
 
 

 
February 28, 2019 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting on Thursday, February 28 2019, at              
7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion,           
South Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; Elista H. Smith, Vice            
Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Councilman Allen W. Floyd,          
Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, and Councilman Milton W.           
Troy, II. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Charles L. McLain III,             
County Attorney; and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star &              
Enterprise was not present and duly notified. A reporter from TV13 was present. 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to lead               
the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information             
Announcement. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February             
12, 2019. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, C, D, E first, second & third                
readings for ordinances listed on the agenda as follows were ready: A. Third Reading of               
Ordinance #2019-01 An Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of not             
Exceeding Fourteen Million One Hundred Sixty Thousand Dollars ($14,160,000)         
General Obligation Bond or Bonds of Marion County, South Carolina, to Prescribe the             
purposes for which the proceeds of said Bond or Bonds Shall be Expended, To Provide               
for the Payment of said Bond or Bonds, And Other Matters Relating Thereto; B. Second               
Reading of Ordinance #2019-02 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery           
of an Infrastructure Credit Agreement by and Among Marion County, South Carolina,            
and Project Chipper, Providing for the Issuance of Special Source Revenue Credits and             
Other Matters Related Thereto; C.Second Reading of Ordinance #2019-03 An          
Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of an Infrastructure Credit          
Agreement by and Among Marion County, South Carolina, and Project Squid Providing            
for the Issuance of Special Source Revenue Credits and Other Matters Related Thereto.             
D. Second Reading of Ordinance #2019-04 An Ordinance Authorizing (1) The Execution and             
Delivery of a Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and between Marion County, South              
Carolina and a company identified for the time being as Project Kiddo, Acting for itself, and/or                
one or more affiliates or related entities (The “Company”) To Provide for Special Source              
Revenue Credits with Respect to certain property located in Marion County; (2) The Benefits of  
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a Multi-County Industrial or Business Park to be made available to the company and such               
property; and (3) Other Related Matters. E. First Reading of Ordinance #2019-05 An Ordinance              
to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a Joint Industrial and Business Park of Marion                
and Dillon Counties so as to enlarge the Park to include a portion of those certain Pieces,                 
Parcels, or Tracts of Land, with all improvements thereon, situate lying or being in the County                
of Marion, State of South Carolina, Bearing Tax Map Numbers: 034-00-00-104-000;           
034-00-00-104-000; 033-00-00-00-025-000; 033-00-00-003-000; 031-00-00-009-000;    
034-00-00-001-000. 

 
The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-01 An Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of not Exceeding              
Fourteen Million One Hundred Sixty Thousand Dollars ($14,160,000) General         
Obligation Bond or Bonds of Marion County, South Carolina, to Prescribe the purposes             
for which the proceeds of said Bond or Bonds Shall be Expended, To Provide for the                
Payment of said Bond or Bonds, And Other Matters Relating Thereto was ready. Mr.              
McLain told Council that this said ordinance was approved by referendum a public             
hearing was not needed. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by            
Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously to approve third reading of Ordinance           
#2019-01. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item B.on the agenda; Second Reading of             
Ordinance #2019-02 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of an           
Infrastructure Credit Agreement by and Among Marion County, South Carolina, and           
Project Chipper, Providing for the Issuance of Special Source Revenue Credits and Other             
Matters Related Thereto was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson,           
seconded by Councilman Troy, and carried unanimously, to approve second reading of            
Ordinance #2019-02. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; Second Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-03 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of an           
Infrastructure Credit Agreement by and Among Marion County, South Carolina, and           
Project Squid, Providing for the Issuance of Special Source Revenue Credits and Other             
Matters Related Thereto was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded            
by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously, to approve second reading of           
Ordinance #2019-03. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item D. on the agenda; Second Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-04 An Ordinance Authorizing (1) The Execution and Delivery of a            
Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and between Marion County, South           
Carolina and a company identified for the time being as Project Kiddo, Acting for itself,               
and/or one or more affiliates or related entities (The “Company”) To Provide for Special              
Source Revenue Credits with Respect to certain property located in Marion County; (2)             
The Benefits of a Multi-County Industrial or Business Park to be made available to the               
company and such property; and (3) Other Related Matters was not ready.  
 
The County Attorney told Council that item E. on the agenda; First Reading of Ordinance               
#2019-05 An Ordinance to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a Joint             
Industrial and Business Park of Marion and Dillon Counties so as to enlarge the Park to  
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include a portion of those certain Pieces, Parcels, or Tracts of Land, with all              
improvements thereon, situate lying or being in the County of Marion, State of South              
Carolina, Bearing Tax Map Numbers: 034-00-00-104-000; 034-00-00-104-000;       
033-00-00-00-025-000; 033-00-00-003-000; 031-00-00-009-000; 034-00-00-001-000    
was ready. The County Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this               
constitutes first reading of Ordinance #2019-05. 
 
The Administrator presented to Council a copy of a letter signed by the Chairman and               
himself along with members of Farm Bureau to the SC House of Representatives in              
reference to farm aid. Mr. Harper read a resolution requesting that the South Carolina              
State Legislature swiftly appropriate a comprehensive disaster aid relief fund for the            
farmers located in Marion County. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded            
by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously, to approve the resolution. 

  
  There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 
 

The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Michael McClain with Green Bulb Lighting appeared before Council to present a             
proposal for energy efficient LED lighting. Mr. McClain reported that they have looked             
at each and every property that was assigned. Mr. Samuel Gadegbeku explained the             
annual KWH cost saving per parking lot (MH) light fixtures and per LED (DLC)              
parking lot retrofit. He explained how the County pays for the LED lighting project with               
no money out of pocket or increase to the budget. He stated that the County currently                
pays Duke Energy annually for the lighting portion $126,012.05. The County savings            
after Duke Energy new annual payment $83,927.75. The County new annual Duke            
Energy payment lighting portion only after LED lighting project $42,084.31. Council           
wanted to know the length of time it would take to see the savings. Mr. Whitmire stated                 
once the lights are installed the County would see immediate savings from the first              
month's bill. Mr. Whitmire explained the ConserFund Loan Agreement. He stated that            
annual payments of $53,458.05 are spread out over a ten (10) year period at 1.5%. The                
Administrator asked about the Duke Energy rebate. Mr. Gadegbeku stated that the            
rebate is based on what is existing and what would be replaced therefore; Duke Energy               
rebate would be additional money that would come directly to the County. Chairman             
Collins asked about the time frame of completion. Mr. Whitmire stated within six (6) to               
eight (8) weeks. The Administrator mentioned that the County has businesses that may             
be interested in providing the installation. Green Bulb Lighting representatives stated           
that they would be willing to work with whomever. Motion was made by Councilman              
Foxworth, to accept the new LED lighting proposal. The motion was seconded by             
Councilman Troy and carried unanimously. Chairman Collins thanked Green Bulb          
Lighting for their presentation. 
 
Judge Cheryl Graham a Marion County Magistrate appeared before Council with a            
request to be paid by an outside source. Judge Graham told Council that she has been                
assigned as temporary Municipal Judge due to the passing of Judge Patricia Speth. She              
stated that an agreement has been made between Marion County Chief Magistrate and             
the City of Marion. The City of Marion has agreed to pay for the services she rendered.  
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Judge Graham stated that the procedure is to pay the funds directly to the County and                
the County would disburse the funds to her. Judge Graham stated that she holds              
municipal court every Monday morning. Motion was made by Council Atkinson,           
seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council             
that the projects are moving forward.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Hurricane. Mr. Harper had nothing new to             
report. 
 
The Administrator provided Council an invitation to MUSC Health Day One Welcoming            
Ceremony on Friday, March 1st from 3:30 pm-4:30 pm at Carolinas Hospital System. 
 
The Administrator provided Council as information a copy of a letter supporting I-73             
Infra Grant.  
 
The Administrator provided Council bid tabulation for Structural Fill (Processed          
Limestone). Mr. Harper told Council that there were two bids. They are as follows: Wake               
Stone Corp. $17.82/ton and D&L Sitework Inc. $17.95/ton. It was the recommendation            
of the Administrator to award the bid to Wake Stone Corp. Motion was made by               
Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman, Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
The County Attorney presented to Council a special assessment as agricultural for Alan             
& April Buffkin. Mr. McLain told Council that the application for this request does not               
show the year they are asking for the credit. He stated based on the explanation letter the                 
request is for 2018. Mr. McLain read the statute pertaining to this said matter. He stated                
that this request should have been submitted by January 15th. Motion was made by              
Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously, to          
approve the special assessment as agricultural for the tax year 2019. 
 
The County Attorney presented to Council a special assessment as agricultural for Dustin             
& Dillon Wiggins. Mr. McLain told Council that they are requesting the tax year 2018 &                
2019. He stated based on the letter why the request was not handled last year is because                 
there is a Federal exemption for service members. Motion was made by Councilman             
Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously, to approve the           
special assessment as agricultural for the tax year 2018 & 2019. 
 
Councilman Troy mentioned that he gets approached from constituents asking about           
certain things that did or did not occur in District #5. He asked is it appropriate to advise                  
them to submit a written request to the proper entity under the Freedom of Information               
Act. The County Attorney stated that FOIA is not devised to be a question and answer                
session. Mr. McLain explained that FOIA is a statute to make sure that the public has                
notice and has all the information of whatever a public body does. 
 
Councilman Floyd wanted to recognize the Mullins Girls Basketball Team for the third             
year in a row making it to the State Championship. 
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Vice Chairperson Smith told Council that the SCAC Conference was very informative. 
 
The Administrator advised Council Council to appoint individuals that will be committed            
to serving on the boards and commissions. Mr. Harper stated that the Beautification             
Commission has 21 members and only (5) attends the meetings.  
 
Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and            
carried unanimously, to go into executive for a contractual, economic development and a             
legal matter. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried            
unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. Chairman           
Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for a contractual,              
economic development and a legal matter. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that County has received a request from Project             
Exchange for the second amendment to their purchase agreement to extend the inspection             
period to April 12, 2019, which will also extend their closing date to April 22, 2019. Mr.                 
McLain also stated that this will include a requirement that a Brownsfield Agreement is              
executed by a non-responsible party voluntary cleanup contract executed by DHEC in            
order for them to close. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by             
Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Troy,             
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately: 9:44 PM. 
 

  
 

_________________________      ____ ________________________ 
             Buddy Collins, Chairman     Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 


